PROBLEMS OF THE FUTURE
Since the accord between Austria and Russia at
Mursteg, in 1903, these vilayets have been policed
by   a   mixed   gendarmerie   officered   by   five
Powers.    Great Britain has charge of Drama;
Russia, of Salonika; Austria, of Kossova ; Italy,
of   Monastir;   France,  of   Serres.      Germany
stood out.    An Inspector-General is appointed
by the Porte, a post which was once filled with
ability by the ex-Vizier, Hussein Hilmi Pacha.
The Inspector is advised by two civil agents,
appointed   by Russia and Austria,  and these
Governments further drew up a scheme of terri-
torial adjustment with a view to grouping the
conflicting nationalities on a sound basis.   Other
reforms on which they agreed were the improve-
ment  of  the judicial system,  the revision  of
taxation, the apportioning of 5 per cent, of the
revenue to public works, and the suppression of
levies  of bashi-bazouks.    After the usual pro-
longed pourparlers, these proposals were accepted
by -the Porte.    It appointed an Italian general
to  the  command  of  the gendarmerie, and  it
directed the  Inspector-General  to confer with
the civil agents as to the best ways and means
of revising the taxation of the vilayets.   As a
result of the scheme submitted to the Porte,
financial delegates were appointed by four of the
Powers.     The  Porte   refused   to   ratify these
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